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1. Where to search
• Reference databases

– General or subject specific

• Multidisciplinary search tools
• AI search tools
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Reference databases
– multidisciplinary or subject specific

• Content: 
– Scholarly publications, mainly articles
– Curated selection of publications

• Access:
– Usually behind paywall, need subscription

• Suitable for:
– Structured and controlled searches
– Modifying searches with filter and limitations
– Follow citations, i.e. snowball search

• Limitations:
– Need to know the search logic
– Low coverage of smaller or non-english 

journals
– Bias in representation of research disciplines



Multidisciplinary search tool: Google scholar
• Content: 

– Various kinds of academic publications: 
articles, reports, theses, book chapters

• Access: 
– Free to use 
– Content may be behind paywalls

• Suitable for: 
– Finding specific articles (search on title)
– Get an overview
– See citations and snowball search

• Limitations:
– Hard to narrow down result
– Can’t handle controlled search
– No quality control



Other multidisciplinary search tools

• Content: 
– Various kinds of academic publications: 

articles, reports, theses, book chapters, but 
also pre prints

• Access: 
– Free to use 
– Content may be behind paywalls

• Suitable for: 
– Finding pre print
– Finding grey publications
– More structured searching

• Limitations:
– No quality control



AI search tools
• Content:

– Usually scholarly publications, 
like articles

• Access:
– Account, free or subscription

• Suitable for:
– Get an overview
– Summarize topics

• Limitations:
– Black box
– Hard to follow the search process



2. How to search
• Precision search

– Few specific keywords, article title (Google scholar)

• Exhaustive and/or structured searches
– Traditional databases (Web of Sciences etc)

• Snowball search
– Follow citations (Google scholar, WoS, Scopus etc)
– Search from key article in AI-tools, (ex Research rabbit)

• Overview search
– AI-tools with complete research question, (ex Elicit, Concensus etc.)



Content and overlap
Google Scholar – 390 million records

Scopus – 76 million records

Web of Science Core collection 
– 75 million records

Martín-Martín, A. et al (2021) https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192-020-03690-4

Statistics from 2015
https://www.lens.org/lens/search/scholar/structured - Data set

https://www.lens.org/lens/search/scholar/structured


https://www.camjol.info/index.php/index https://lilacs.bvsalud.org

https://scielo.org/

https://www.ajol.info/

https://www.ajol.info/index.php/ajol
https://www.scielo.org/en/
https://lilacs.bvsalud.org/en/


Time for your questions!

Feel free to contact me:
isabelle.nesterud@slu.se 

mailto:isabelle.nesterud@slu.se
mailto:isabelle.nesterud@slu.se


List of resources
• Free, multidisciplinary search tools

– Google scholar: https://scholar.google.com/
– BioRxiv: https://www.biorxiv.org/ 
– Base: https://www.base-search.net/ 
– Dimensions: https://www.dimensions.ai/ 
– Lens: https://www.lens.org/ 

• AI tools (some examples)
– Consensus: https://consensus.app/ 
– Elicit: https://elicit.com/ 
– Perplexity: https://www.perplexity.ai/ 
– ResearchRabbit: https://www.researchrabbit.ai/ 
– SciSpace: https://scispace.com/ 
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https://www.base-search.net/
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https://www.base-search.net/
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